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HEALTH CARE PRIORITIES 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, this 
morning, The Washington Post reports 
that States across this country are 
forced to start preparing to cut hun-
dreds of thousands of children off of 
children’s health care because Repub-
licans in this House and President 
Bush have put children’s health care on 
the bottom of their priority list. Unfor-
tunately, we’ve seen this movie before. 
When States faced shortfalls and 
health care for children was threatened 
earlier this year, States were forced to 
take steps that would have denied hun-
dreds of thousands of children health 
care. And once again, the administra-
tion failed to lead, and only Demo-
cratic efforts to fund the State chil-
dren’s health care in the supplemental 
appropriations saved us from that ca-
tastrophe. 

From day one, the administration 
has adopted a policy of benign neglect 
when it comes to children’s health 
care. In fact, the President’s current 
plan would cut 1 million children from 
health care. 

Now Republicans in this House have 
a chance to change that policy. On 
Thursday, Republicans can join Demo-
crats and Republicans and give 10 mil-
lion children the care that they need 
for the future. In fact, I always find it 
amazing that Republicans will give $480 
million to the war in Iraq, no questions 
asked, but when it comes to 10 million 
kids’ health care, they have a lot of 
questions. 

The choice is simple, 10 million chil-
dren in States across the country are 
counting on the House Republicans to 
make the right choice for their future. 

f 

RESTORE ACT WILL HAMPER EF-
FORTS OF INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY 

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, our 
intelligence community and military 
officials should have every tool avail-
able to them as we continue to fight 
the global war on terror. 

While we all agree that proper over-
sight is necessary, oversight does not 
equate to needless red tape, and it 
should never prohibit our men and 
women in uniform from doing their 
jobs, especially when it comes to res-
cuing American lives. 

The article in yesterday’s New York 
Post is a startling depiction of how the 
current system has failed our men and 
women. After a young American sol-
dier was captured by al Qaeda insur-
gents last May, lawyers in Washington 
debated the legalities of electronic 
eavesdropping connected to his rescue 
for over 10 hours. That is completely 
unacceptable. Unfortunately, the RE-

STORE Act that the Democrat leader-
ship is bringing to the floor this week 
will only continue to hamper the ef-
forts of our intelligence community 
and place our men and women at risk. 

I urge my Democratic colleagues to 
reconsider the RESTORE Act. We 
should focus our efforts on a bipartisan 
approach to our national security, not 
on legislating defeat. We should fight 
for the right to listen to al Qaeda and 
stop these plots. 

f 

BUSH TRYING TO SHOW FISCAL 
DISCIPLINE WITH CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH BILL—RHETORIC VS. 
REALITY 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, President 
Bush and congressional Republicans 
know they have a perception problem 
with the American people when it 
comes to being fiscally responsible. 

The fact is, they inherited a record 
surplus from President Clinton back in 
2001, and over the next 6 years they 
turned that surplus into record defi-
cits. In fact, it’s so bad that President 
Bush has the distinction of borrowing 
more money from foreign nations than 
all of his 42 predecessors combined. 
That is not a record to brag about. And 
so now the President and some Repub-
licans are attempting to wipe away 6 
years of fiscal mismanagement by op-
posing a bipartisan bill that would pro-
vide quality health care coverage to 10 
million children. 

The problem is, the bill that they are 
opposing is completely paid for. You 
see, when we took over the House in 
January, we restored pay-as-you-go 
rules so that we could finally tackle 
our Nation’s deficit. The bipartisan 
children’s health care bill would not 
add one cent to our Nation’s deficit. 
And House Republicans need to realize 
that this bill is bipartisan for a reason. 

f 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT TO 
COVER THE POOREST KIDS FIRST 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, let 
me just talk to my colleagues. A new 
Gallup Poll just came out yesterday, 
and it really shows what we on this 
side have been talking about. 

The poll indicates that over 55 per-
cent of Americans are worried that the 
expansion of the SCHIP program would 
create incentives for families to drop 
private health coverage and switch to 
the public program. This goes to the 
very core of what we’ve been saying. 

I was here in 1997 when Republicans 
created the SCHIP program. The Dem-
ocrat leadership is creating a future 
entitlement train wreck, and they 
would be wise to listen to the Amer-
ican people before tying the hands of 

our Federal Government with more 
spending. 

The poll goes on further to state that 
over 52 percent of Americans believe 
that most benefits should go to fami-
lies making 200 percent below the pov-
erty line. This was the original intent 
of the law. 

The American people are asking Con-
gress to follow the original bipartisan 
plan for the SCHIP program. The 
American people want to cover the 
poorest kids first; we do, too. The Dem-
ocrat leadership needs to understand 
they’re not doing the American people 
a favor with this program. 

f 

CHIP BILL AND BUSH’S VETO: 
FACT VS. REALITY ON THE LEG-
ISLATION 
(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, 
many House Republicans have mistak-
enly bought into President Bush’s false 
rhetoric about the CHIP program and 
its reauthorization. I would hope that 
they would listen to their Senate Re-
publican colleagues who are willing to 
see past the White House rhetoric. 

Republican Senator CORKER from 
Tennessee said, ‘‘What will move our 
country towards socialized medicine is 
not this bill, which focuses on poor 
children, but the lack of action to 
allow people in need to have access to 
private affordable health care.’’ 

Republican Senator ROBERTS of Kan-
sas said, ‘‘I’m not for excessive spend-
ing and I strongly oppose the fed-
eralization of health care. And if the 
administration’s concerns about this 
bill were accurate, I would support a 
veto. But, bluntly, they are not.’’ 

And Republican Senator HATCH from 
Utah thinks the President ‘‘has been 
sold a bill of goods’’ on this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, the House Repub-
licans should not buy into the adminis-
tration’s falsehoods. This week, we 
have an opportunity to ensure 10 mil-
lion children have access to quality 
health insurance. They should join us 
in overriding the President’s veto. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
what I’m hearing from my constituents 
is they are still very concerned about 
our national security, about border se-
curity, about the security on their 
streets and in their communities. 
That’s why I would like to raise one 
issue with the House this morning. 

For the second time in the last sev-
eral months, a mobile foreign con-
sulate has traveled to Memphis, Ten-
nessee, on the western edge of my dis-
trict, to issue government IDs and 
passports, the latest courtesy of the 
Guatemalan Government. 
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Now, many illegal immigrants in this 

country are using these matricula con-
sular cards to access American finan-
cial markets. And some American fi-
nancial institutions are offering illegal 
immigrants credit cards and access to 
our financial services and financial 
markets based on the issuance of these 
cards. Only reason you need one, you’re 
in the country illegally. 

I’ve even had an industry representa-
tive tell me that they think they 
should be able to ‘‘bank illegal immi-
grants.’’ 

Madam Speaker, that’s why I’ve in-
troduced H.R. 1314, the Photo ID Secu-
rity Act, to close this loophole that al-
lows illegal immigrants access to these 
services. 

I encourage all to join me in sponsor-
ship of this bill. 

f 

b 1015 

THE FIFTH DISTRICT OF CON-
NECTICUT SUPPORTS THE SCHIP 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, why is it that we have so 
many Republicans here in the House, a 
veto-proof majority in the Senate, a 
poll that came out showing that Re-
publicans across this country support 
expansion of the SCHIP bill by a 2 to 1 
margin. Why is that? Because the ex-
pansion of the SCHIP bill is not just 
morally responsible. It is fiscally re-
sponsible. We have to stop pretending 
that these kids that don’t have health 
care insurance don’t have health care. 
They do. But they get it in the least 
humane and most expensive way. We 
have a system of universal health care 
in this country. It just doesn’t get care 
to these kids until they are so sick and 
so crippled by their illness that they 
show up at an emergency room and get 
the worst care and most expensive care 
that you can get in this system 

I come from a morally responsible 
district, but I also come from a fiscally 
responsible district, Madam Speaker, 
and that is why they support expansion 
of the SCHIP program. 

f 

HEALTH CARE CHOICE FOR 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased that a report by AARP ac-
knowledged consumer-directed health 
plans often provide more freedom of 
choice, lower premiums while giving 
consumers more control over their 
health care. This year I introduced 
H.R. 2639 to expand and improve cov-
erage under these patient-centered 
plans. Public and private sector leaders 
must do more to empower patients 

with convenient, reliable information 
on cost and quality so consumers can 
purchase better care at a lower cost. 

Recent reports contend that health 
care plans haven’t done enough in this 
area. These criticisms underscore the 
need to quickly build on gains we have 
made in health care transparency. Sec-
retary Leavitt has laid important 
ground work in this area. 

H.R. 2639, coupled with better infor-
mation for patients, will improve ac-
cess, lower costs and improve quality 
of health care. I urge my colleagues to 
cosponsor this bill. 

f 

RHETORIC VERSUS REALITY ON 
THE BIPARTISAN CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH BILL 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, House Re-
publicans have now had 2 weeks to sift 
through the rhetoric and reality of the 
bipartisan children’s health insurance 
bill that the President vetoed. When 
the President vetoed the bill, he said it 
was a step toward government-run 
health care. Surely, he can’t believe 
that. If he understood the program, he 
would know that it is a Federal-State 
partnership to ensure that children 
have access to private health insur-
ance. 

The President also says that the bill 
attempts to expand the SCHIP program 
to upper middle class children who are 
not currently eligible. Again that is 
false. It does not expand the program. 
There are now about 12 million chil-
dren who are eligible for SCHIP. Today 
we are reaching 6 million of those kids. 
Our legislation would allow us to reach 
an additional 4 million children who 
are already eligible for the program. 

The President also says that our bill 
is too expensive. But he ignores the 
fact that it is fully paid for. And he is 
asking for $190 billion more to fund the 
occupation of Iraq. Even if the Presi-
dent does not make children his pri-
ority, let us do so by overriding his 
veto on Thursday. Republicans have 
had 2 weeks to realize that the Presi-
dent’s reasons for vetoing this bill sim-
ply do not add up. So they should join 
us in overriding the veto. 

f 

LIEUTENANT MICHAEL MURPHY 
WILL POSTHUMOUSLY BE 
AWARDED THE CONGRESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, on Oc-
tober 22, the President will post-
humously award our Nation’s top mili-
tary honor to the first Navy SEAL 
since the Vietnam War. 

In June of 2005, Lieutenant Michael 
Murphy of Patchogue, New York, led a 
team of four SEALs on an intelligence- 

gathering mission in the mountains of 
Afghanistan when Taliban supporters 
revealed the team’s position. A heavy 
firefight ensued, and the team, cut off 
from all reinforcements and out-
numbered 50 to 1, fought valiantly to 
preserve each other’s lives. Faced with 
certain death, Lieutenant Murphy de-
liberately exposed himself to enemy 
fire in order to gain a clear signal 
which would communicate with rescue 
forces. He risked his own life to save 
the lives of his men. 

Madam Speaker, as the proud rep-
resentative of both Naval Amphibious 
Base Little Creek and Dam Neck Fleet 
Combat Training Center, my heart 
goes out to the family of the first Navy 
SEAL to earn the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in the global war on terror. 

Lieutenant Murphy was a true Amer-
ican hero and will live on as an inspira-
tion for all who serve within the ranks 
of the most elite special operations 
forces in the world. 

f 

REMARKS ON THE SCHIP VETO 
OVERRIDE 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of the 
SCHIP program and urge all of my col-
leagues to vote to override the Presi-
dent’s veto of this bill. 

While the number of uninsured adults 
has steadily climbed over the past 10 
years, the number of uninsured chil-
dren in our Nation has declined by 
nearly a third. This is a direct result of 
the SCHIP program which began in 1997 
with the goal, and indeed the national 
commitment, of providing health in-
surance for children whose parents can-
not afford private health coverage. I 
was proud to be a part of a Congress 
that was able to craft a responsible and 
critical reauthorization of the SCHIP 
program, one that would ensure that 
all eligible children can participate. 

However, while Democrats and Re-
publicans here in Congress were able to 
put politics aside for the sake of this 
critical program, the President chose 
not to do so. His veto means that thou-
sands of children in Rhode Island and 
millions more across the country will 
be denied access to health insurance. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote to 
override the President’s veto and show 
our support for a program that has 
been tremendously successful in sup-
porting working families, strength-
ening our health care system, and 
keeping our children healthy. 

f 

OVERREACTING TO AN OVER-
EXAGGERATED THREAT OF TER-
RORISM 
(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, we 
all want to do what we should to fight 
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